
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 

PUBLIC HEARING -- December 13, 1967 

Appeal N o .  9439 The George Washington Universi ty ,  appe l l an t .  

The Zoning Administrator of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Coluhbia, appel lee.  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fol lowing Order w a s  en tered  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
May 21, 1968. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER: J u l y  22, 1968 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appeal  f o r  permibsion t o  continue parking l o t  
a t  906 23rd S t . ,  NW., lo ts  835, 22 &23 f o r  f i v e  yea r s  and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  parking on lo t s  18, 19, 32, 819 & 818, 
square 40 a t  927-41 New Hampshire Avenue, NW. i n  conjunction 
therewith f o r  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s ,  be cond i t iona l ly  granted. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

[ l ]  The s u b j e c t  property i s  loca ted  i n  a mixed zoning 
a rea ,  a por t ion  being R-5-C and t h e  o t h e r  por t ion  being R-5-D. 

[2] The Board has previously granted t h e  use of the  
s u b j e c t  property as a parking lo t .  I n  BZA N o .  5851, a f t e r  publ ic  
hearing on March 28, 1960, t h e  Board granted t h e  use of some of 
these  l o t s  f o r  parking by issuance of a permit t o  end September 
20, 1962. I n  BZA N o .  6853, a f t e r  pub l i c  hearing on J u l y  24, 1962, 
t h e  Board i s sued  a permit  f o r  t h e  continued use of the  l o t  f o r  a 
per iod of f i v e  years .  I n  BZA N o .  7461, a f t e r  publ ic  hearing on 
September 18, 1963, t h e  Board authorized t h e  continued use of t h e  
parking l o t  f o r  a per iod of f i v e  years .  

[3] The l o t  i s  uesd f o r  t h e  parking of automobiles f o r  
t h e  George Washington Universi ty  Hospi ta l  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s .  
The l o t  i s  at tended and v i s i t o r s  are charged a nominal f ee .  



[4] The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c  o f f e r s  no 
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  appea l .  

[5] The Univers i ty  has  embarked on a c o n s t r u c t i o n  pro- 
gram which h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a l o s s  of some 400 temporary parking 
spaces .  Eventua l ly  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  p l a n s  t o  accommodate most of 
i t s  park ing  i n  underground parking garages .  According t o  c u r r e n t  
p l a n s ,  development of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  square  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  yea r s .  

[6] By le t ter  da t ed  December 22, 1967 (BZA Exh ib i t  No. 
1 4 )  t h e  Nat iona l  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission submit ted t h e  
fo l lowing  informat ion t o  t h e  Board: 

"The Commission has  p rev ious ly  expressed i t s  
concern about  t h e  use  of r e s i d e n t i a l l y  zoned p rope r ty  
owned by t h e  Univers i ty  as commertial parking l o t s .  
The Commission w a s  p leased  t o  be informed t h a t  such 
use  of Un ive r s i ty  p rope r ty  w i l l  be te rmina ted  by t h e  
end of January 1968. 

"Since t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Univers i ty  is  f o r  t h e  
renewal and minor expansion of an  e x i s t i n g  parking l o t  
f o r  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f  and v i s i t o r s ,  t h e  Commission 
recommends approva l  of Appeal No. 9439, provided t h e  
pe r iod  of use  as a parking l o t  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h r e e  yea r s .  
The Commission reiterates i t s  concern f o r  t h e  appearance 
of t h e s e  l o t s  and recommends t o  t h e  Board t h a t  it r e q u i r e  
masonry f enc ing  and/or landscaping along t h e  right-of-way 
l i n e s  of t h e  l o t  w i th  t h e  p l a n s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t h e r e -  
f o r  approved by t h e  Board p r i o r  t o  t h e  approva l  of t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  " 

[7] By le t ter  da ted  February 29, 1968, t h e  Board 
reques ted  t h e  Univers i ty  t o  do t h e  fol lowing:  

(a) Submit a l i g h t i n g  p l an  f o r  t h e  park ing  l o t ,  showing 
t h e  k ind  of l i g h t s  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e  
beam f a l l s .  

(b) Close t h e  no r the rn  end of t h e  l o t  t o  automobile 
parking a f t e r  h o s p i t a l  v i s i t i n g  hours  and a s s i g n  
spaces  t o  members of t h e  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f .  



(c )  Submit a landscape plan f o r  the  l o t  t o  the  Board 
f o r  approval. 

(d) Construct an e i g h t  foo t  board fence by the  property 
of M r .  Musser and e r e c t  bumper s tops  adjacent  t o  the  
house and fence. 

(e) Close the pedestr ian path. 

[8] By let ter  dated Apri l  29,  1968 t he  University 
t ransmit ted plans f o r  the  parking l o t  ind ica t ing  t he  proposed 
landscaping, fencing and l igh t ing .  

[9] There was oppostion t o  the  granting of t h i s  appeal 
reg i s te red  a t  the public  hearing by the  owner of 926 - 23rd S t r e e t  
NW. 

O P I N I O N :  

W e  a r e  of t he  opinion t h a t  t he  continuance of t h i s  
parking l o t  with t he  addi t ion  of o ther  l o t s  w i l l  not  c r ea t e  any 
dangerous o r  otherwise object ionable t r a f f i c  condit ions,  t h a t  the  
present  character  and fu tu re  development of the  neighborhood w i l l  
no t  be adversely a f fec ted ,  and the  l o t  is  reasonably necessary 
and convenient t o  the  uses it is  designed t o  serve.  

This Order s h a l l  be subject  t o  the  following conditions: 

(a)  P e r m i t  s h a l l  i s sue  f o r  a period of t h r ee  years ,  but 
s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  renewal i n  the  d i s c r e t i on  of 
the  Board upon the  f i l i n g  of a new appeal i n  the  
manner prescribed by the Zoning Regulations. 

(b) The plans on f i l e s  a s  BZA Exhibi ts  Nos. 16a, b and 
c a r e  approved except a s  modified i n  red on the  
plans.  

(c)  Employees of the George Washington Univeristy s h a l l  
be ins t ruc ted  t o  use the  south end of t he  parking 
l o t .  

(d) A l l  l i gh t ing  used t o  i l luminate  the  l o t  s h a l l  be 
f lood l i g h t s  w i t h  g l a s s  globes designed t o  d i f fu se  
the  l i g h t  and t o  reduce the  g la re .  



A l l  l i g h t s  on t h e  no r th  end of t h e  parking l o t  
s h a l l  be turned  o f f  a t  8:30 p.m. 

A l l  a r e a s  devoted t o  driveways, access  l anes  and 
parking areas w i l l  be maintained wi th  a paving 
of m a t e r i a l  forming an al l -weather  impervious 
su r f  ace.  

No v e h i c l e  o r  any park  thereof  s h a l l  be permi t ted  
t o  p r o j e c t  over any l o t  o r  bu i ld ing  l i n e  o r  on o r  
over t h e  p u b l i c  space.  

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  of r e f u s e  
o r  debris and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped. 
Landscaping s h a l l  be maintained i n  a hea l thy  
growing cond i t ion  and i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  
appearance. 

No o t h e r  use  s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  
premises and only a n  a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be 
e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  premises un le s s  such use 
o r  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  otherwise permi t ted  i n  t h e  zoning 
d is t r ic t  i n  which t h e  parking l o t  is  loca ted .  

Board r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  direct revoca t ion  of t h e  
occupancy permi t  upon a proper  showing t h a t  any terms o r  cond i t ions  
of t h i s  Order have been v i o l a t e d .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

B y :  5' . . L L  
JAMES E. BESS 

/ /Secre ta ry  of t h e  Board 
I 


